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of transmigration   of  souls, or of   caste   in   its
Brahmanized   form.
The Sama Veda and Yujar Veda are not of the
same importance ; they both contain much of the
Rig Veda, arranged for the purposes of ritual,
and correspond with the Christian prayer-book.
The Atharva Veda is a collect ion of hymns and
was partly compiled from the later portion of the
Rig Veda; it, however, introduces evil divinities,
mysteries, spells for dealing with demons, and other
practices of a like nature. This work was evidently
composed after the Aryans had come into contact
with the previous occupants of the country.
To each of the Vedas was attached a commentary
called Brahmana. It is clear that the priestly class
had been formed and had assumed considerable
power over the minds of the people, when these
were compiled about 600 B.C, for, besides explaining
the duties of the priests and the manners in which
they are to make sacrifices and perform other
rites, they extol their position.
In the divinely inspired portion of the Hindu
scriptures, therefore, the Vedas supply the hymns
of praise or psalms and the Brahman as provide the
ritual.
Smiitu
To the inspired Vcdas and Brahnianas were
afterwards added further sacred works, \vhich are
treated as Smriti, the 'things remembered/
We may first mention the Upanishads or < disr
solution of ignorance/ which are to be found with